This article reviews the origins and goals of the Digital Library of the Middle East and discusses how the DLME and other digital library projects implement international cultural heritage preservation policy.
OPEN ACCESS
expanding engagement and collaboration with collections, institutions, experts, and communities in the MENA region (including funding digitization projects and capacity building), increasing federation with regional collection holders, and focusing on collections at risk in conflict areas.
These steps in the formation of the Digital Library of the Middle East speak to our engagement with endangered data and collections. They also address a critical goal in international cultural heritage policy. In 2017, the United Nations unanimously passed Security Council Resolution 2347. This resolution suggests preventative steps that each UN Member State can take to strengthen its system of cultural heritage protections. The first recommendation codified in Section (a) of Article 17 of UNSC Resolution 2347, concerns key library issues. It 17. Calls upon Member States, in order to prevent and counter trafficking of cultural property illegally appropriated and exported in the context of armed conflicts, notably by terrorist groups, to consider adopting the following measures, in relation to such cultural property: (a) Introducing or improving cultural heritage's and properties' local and national inventory lists, including through digitalized information when possible, and making them easily accessible to relevant authorities and agencies, as appropriate.
Digital libraries around the world are actively implementing inventory, digitization, and accessibility projects at a prodigious rate. In many instances, these projects are models of multilateral international cooperation and are occurring in a vast group of UN Member States. Digital libraries like the Digital Library of the Caribbean, the DLME, the Endangered Archives Program at the British Library, Europeana, and the International Digital Ephemera Project at UCLA are just some examples of organizations that are implementing these goals at scale. We would suggest that digital libraries represent one of the areas in which unified cultural heritage preservation policy is most actively taking hold.
Is your library or collection implementing these stated United Nations goals? If the answer is yes, then you are participating in the worldwide effort to combat the cultural racketeers, pushing back against the forces that would destroy and traffic irreplaceable treasures like those from the library and museum in Mosul.
